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Nightfall at Camp St. Christopher taken by
LisaMcKay at the Women's Retreat 2006
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—WHY?
By THE REV. DEACON KARL BURNS

You shall therefore lay up these words
of minein your heart and in your soul,
and you shall bind themasa sign on
your hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between your eyes. You shall teach
themto your children, talking of them
when you are sitting in your house, and
when you are walking by the way, and
when you lie down, and when you rise.

Deuteronomy 11:18-19

It is so easy to take things for granted in
our life. We get into a pattern, get com-
fortable and things become away of life
for us. We don't question why—we
just do it because, well | hate to use a
trite Episcopal euphemism, but that is
the way we have always done it. The
danger is that we go through the mo-
tions and fail to recognize meanings,
see significance, and may even become
uninterested. Take for example wor-
ship. If we don’t understand why we do
things in our liturgy, know the symbol-
ism involved, and realize that our wor-
ship is not about us being entertained
but abiding in God's presence and
showing our love for Him, then we can
easily become bored and apathetic. It
is important that we take a step back
occasionally and ask why--Why do we
do this?

On August 5 (through the 9™) we will
begin our vacation Bible school (VBS)
at Old St. Andrew’s. We will gather in
Gilchrist for supper at 5:30, and at 6:00
begin our program for both children and
adults entitled: “Lift Off! Soaring to
New Heights with God.” In an effort
not to take this important event in our
parish life for granted and to avoid as-
suming thisis something for others, it is
important to ask: Why do we do this?

WHY DO WE DO THIS?
We must never forget that VBS is an
important event in the lives of our chil-
dren; it shows that we value them.
Time is taken by volunteers to organize,
plan, teach, administrate, but our chil-
dren don't necessarily know this, all
they know is that “Miss Kathy” or “Mr.
Sam” spend time with them doing cool

stuff, singing songs, and learning about
Jesus. VBSisasoamajor discipleship
activity for our children as they spend a
concentrated amount of time in fellow-
ship, learning, and developing a deeper
spirituality that compliments our other
Christian education program. It may
seem simplistic to say, but VBS is part
of who we are, it is one of the things we
do at Old St. Andrew’ s and needs to be,
if you understand the above scripture,
one of the most important events of our
annual calendar.

Perhaps one of the most important rea-
sons we do VBS is that it reaches the
undereducated and un-churched. For
some of the children, this will be their
only chance to get to learn more about
Jesus and the Bible and it offers us a
chance to invite others (neighbors, work
colleagues, family,...) to come and take
part in a special event. If we are to
carry out the Great Commission and to
reach into the community with the
transforming Gospel of Jesus Christ, we
must recognize the potential that VBS
has for touching the lives of those who
do not yet know Jesus. In the daysto
come we need to strive to be better
stewards of what God has blessed us
with at Old St. Andrew’s and invite
othersto share in these blessings.

HOW SHOULD | BE INVOLVED?
You should know that we have been
blessed with a team of dedicated teach-
ers, assistants, and behind the scenes
folks who have already spent a consid-
erable amount of time and talent prepar-
ing for our VBS, but there are till
things that you can do that will impact
the program.

First, there is nothing more important
than your direct involvement; sign your
children up, invite other children to sign
up and

SIGN YOURSELF UP!

That's right! Our program has an adult
component that will be taught by Fr.
Marshal Huey and will paraléd the
children’s program.

The AdultsLift Off to Mayberry,
a Bible Study using the insights offered
by Andy, Barney, Opie and the Gang!

Your participation will not only show
our children how important fellowship
and learning about Jesus is, but | know
that you will have fun and learn as well.
After dinner we will begin each session
together in Gilchrist with singing, some
skits, and sharing. We will then brake
up into our groups and be done by 8
pm. This will provide you the opportu-
nity to talk with the children about what
they have done and what you have
done—what a great way to carry out the
above scripture!

Secondly, | hope you will make an ef-
fort to welcome and talk to those who
are “dropping” off their children. In-
vite them to stay for dinner and to join
you for some singing and fun after-
wards—you never know which seeds
you scatter will take root and flower.

Lastly and most importantly pray for
the staff during this time for energy,
patience, and wisdom. We are excited
about what God has called us to do, but
humbled by the importance of the task.
Pray for the participants, that their
hearts are touched and lives changed by
what they may hear and do. Pray for
Old St. Andrew’ s that we may be faith-
ful to the message God has called us to
proclaim and for the boldness to pro-
clamit.

In His Name
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Treasurer’s Report
by Lynn Winstead

Month Ending June 30, 2007

Preservation Fund: Monthly giving to
the Preservation Fund was $4,332.00,
which was $1,828.61 lower than the
total amount needed for the monthly
bank payment of $5,514.36 and ex-
penses of $485.00 for a cross bracket
and $161.25 for cleaning the atar rug.
The Preservation Fund balance for the
month ended June 30, 2007 is
$30,649.65, and the loan balance is
now $591,784.32.

Operating Fund: Monthly pledge giv-
ing for June was $20,710.00, which
was $4,120.92 under budget. Tota giv-
ing in June to the Operating Fund was
$31,465.96, which was $3,298.31 under
budget. Expenses for June were
$38,776.88, which were $2,257.69 un-
der budget. Therefore, operating ex-
penses exceeded income by $7,310.92
for the month.

If you are behind in your pledge to the
Preservation Fund or the Operating
Fund of Old St Andrews please catch
up soon!

Community Ministry
Opportunity
Back-to-school Drive

HALOS (Helping and Lending Outreach
Support) school children begin the school
year ready to learn with new supplies and
uniforms—this organization also provides
specia recognition at birthdays, holidays,
camp attendance and other special events
that foster parents are unable to budget. We
plan to partner with HALOS and follow our
children through the system.

The HALOS mission
(www.charlestonhelps.org ) is to provide
resources and special opportunities to
abused and neglected children and their
caregivers through partnerships with faith-
based and other community organizations.
OSA will be getting the names and the
information for 12 Charleston County chil-
dren involved with the Department of Social
Services Foster Care Program. This is to
provide uniforms (2) and school supplies for
them.

How can you participate:

1) Take a name and purchase uniform/
supplies.

2) Donate money (subject line HALOS) so
we can shop (average cost for uniformis
$25)

Halos will provide backpacks for us to fill.
For more information please contact Laurie
Lybrand Busby 557 9090. Items must be
collected by August 12th.
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GOODBYE
TO STAN

from
The Wednes-
day Service
people

after the
service

and at
lunch

$99343d30383d39393d3d3 8333393434383 834393 4343
g WELCOME, LEIGH ANN BYRD! g

dd Months ago, just after Easter, we began a search for a Choir dg
dd Director and Organist. | remember compiling a prayer for our Jg
dd choir, asking the Lord that we would be brought a faithful per- Jg
dd son to shepherd our choir and help lead the musical aspects of Jg

our worship. | believe that God has answered that prayer by i)
& bringing Leigh Ann Byrd to us at Old St. Andrew’s. &

& Le gh Annwill join usat Old St. Andrew’s August 15, on a part &
-time basis. She will have three Sundays of transition with Mi- &3
dd chael Ging, our interim organist and choir director, who we dd
dd committed to have through the first Sunday of September. Mi- Jg
dd chael will help Leigh Ann in this transition time, and then he Jg
will leave us for the North Carolina School of the Artsin early Jg

dd September. JJ

7] Leigh Ann was finishing a seminary program in Christian music )
leadership in Phoenix when we posted our position at Old
St.Andrew’s on the local website of the American Guild of Or-

J4d ganists. Is it just a coincidence that Leigh Ann was finishingn

dd her program at the end of July and returning to live in Charles- Jg

dd ton in her home that she already owns in Grand Oaks, less than Jg

dd a mile from Old St.Andrew’s? Many of you have heard me Jg

dd speak of “God-incidences,” those little blessings in life that we Jg
can easily overlook, when God works in the details to show us i)

&I His path for us. &I

Jd As you see Leigh Ann’s warm smile in the coming weeks, giveu
her an Old St. Andrew’s welcome. She will be a great addition
dd to our ministry team! | hope and pray that as our Church family dg
dd grows, and our budget grows, our music ministry will fuel that Jg
dd growth with new and exciting programs led by Leigh Ann. Jg
dd Welcome, Leigh Ann!
--Father Marshall

2] 2]
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In June | attended Cursillo weekend
#148 at Camp St Christopher and | am
pleased to have this opportunity to
share alittle of it with you. There may
be some of you who, while having
heard the word Cursillo, don't really
know what that means exactly. So first
let me give you some facts.

History:

Cursillos in Christianity (in Spanish:
Cursillos de Cristiandad) is a minis-
try that originated in the Roman Catho-
lic Church. It was founded in Majorca,
Spain by a group of laymen in 1944,
while they were refining a technique to
train pilgrimage leaders. It has since
been adapted by numerous other Chris-
tian faiths, some of them retaining the
name “cursillo" while others have
given the program a different name.
The word "cursillo® means "short
course" in Spanish.

Within the Episcopal Church, the intent
is to grow Christ Centered Leaders.
Cursillo is an organized activity within
the Church intended to help Christians
truly get to know God®love and God's
grace more deeply. First within them-
selves. And then to help them discover
and live out their personal vocations in
the world. One of the ‘methods is
simply helping you discover what your
spiritual gifts are, and then asking you
to look at whether you are using them
to the fullness you could be.

If 1 could describe my Cursillo week-
end for you succinctly, it would be;
LOVE, LOVE, JOY, LOVE, FUN,
LOVE, LAUGHTER, LOVE, SONG,
LOVE, LOVE, LOVE.

There were people there, ages 20-
something through 80-something. Men
and women. Some married, some not.
Some there with their significant oth-

- A Gift of Joy and Love

ers, some not. All different, and yet all
the same. We al loved God and
wanted to be the very best person we
could be. That'sit. But what a strong
bond that is. And | can honestly tell
you that | have never in my life felt
such overwhelming love as | received
that weekend — and now carry with me.
Because it's like magic — it doesn’'t go
away. | guessit would be like that first
instance of knowing God'’s love if you
had never had it in your life. It is more
powerful that falling in love for the 1%
time. More than the birth of a long
awaited child. Way more than winning
the lottery. | think because it comes so
directly from the source and directly to
you. Since God is the source of all
love, it flows directly into you because
the scene has been set to help you open
your heart to it. But even if you really
aren't ready totally, it comes anyway
and that is when the joy kicks in.

But before you get scared, you are
never asked to get up and speak or
share a testimony. You are never
asked to say or share anything. And it
is by far not all serious stuff. It islots
and lots of fun and silliness and laugh-
ter and song. Because once the joy
kicksin, you redlly start to have a good
time and you know nobody there is
judging you. They just love you. At
no time was it creepy. These were all
normal Episcopalians, so there was no
over top evangelical stuff going on like
you seeon TV. And if you go, we will
not have to pull you in off street cor-
ners for preaching the word standing
on a box.

"Ultreya' is a Spanish word, derived
from the origina Latin, meaning
perservere. It was in common use by
pilgrims to greet and to give encour-
agement to one another along the way,

10

meaning "Keep on going!" or
"Onward!". It is used by al who have
experienced Cursillo to encourage each
other to continue to live out their faith
in al the days of their life.

Cursillo is a gift you give yourself. Go
and get your heart and your spirit
filled. You aren't too young, you
aren’t too old, you aren’t too busy, and
trust me on this — you deserve it! If
you even have the first thought about
going, then listen very closely to that
thought. It is the Holy Spirit calling
you to experience this adventure of
love and joy. Tell somebody and |
promise you, the Lord will put it in
motion and make it happen even if you
think it can't. That is exactly the way
it happened for me. Relax and enjoy
theride. You will not be sorry.

Contact me if you would like to know
more. | would be very pleased to talk
with you about it and answer any of
your questions. Thereisalso very
good information available on the
internet. Here are a couple of good
links. http://www.episcopalcursillo.org,
http://www.cursillosc.org
Ultreyal!

With Love, Sparkie
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3-Aug
3-Aug
4-Aug
4-Aug
6-Aug
7-Aug

Denis and Casey Baines

John Johnson and Nicole Watts
David and Denise Harris

Lewis and Marilla Powell

Ken and Ann Hanchey

Karl and Susan Burns

10-Aug Larry and Sally Hartnett
14-Aug Joseph and Suzette White
20-Aug Shawn and Anna Marie Jones
20-Aug James and Susan Ory
26-Aug Wally and Patricia Jack
30-Aug Arthur and Rubelle Bailey
31-Aug Frank and Christen Brown

1-Aug Michelle Deden 17-Aug Brittany Rogers
1-Aug Emily King 17-Aug Margaret Spigner
1-Aug William McPherson 18-Aug Cheryl McKay
1-Aug Phyllis Spann 19-Aug Tammy Flowers
1-Aug Marion Yon Jr 20-Aug Shawn Jones
3-Aug Thomas McKelvey 20-Aug Davis Schlenker
3-Aug Evelyn Ready 21-Aug Trey Hanchey
3-Aug David Seithel 22-Aug Wesley Jack
3-Aug Donna Seithel 23-Aug Parker Jane Isgette
4-Aug Linda Bunting 23-Aug Dennis Meyer
5-Aug Jason Buck 23-Aug EllenYon

5-Aug Stuart Creel 24-Aug Michael Gipe
5-Aug Merle Power 25-Aug Betty Betz

6-Aug Kathryn Ann Deden 25-Aug Katy Burns

6-Aug Don Harley 25-Aug Ted Driggers
6-Aug Brian Schlenker Sr 25-Aug Suzanne Hall
8-Aug Carolyn McKay Drolet 26-Aug Jackie Ayers
9-Aug Zachariah Dawson 27-Aug Sarah Aytes
9-Aug Timothy Fennell 27-Aug Jean Behling
9-Aug Joseph Spann 27-Aug Daphne Simmons

10-Aug Wade Alexander
10-Aug Josiah Aytes
10-Aug Tommmy Johnson
11-Aug Beverley Yopp
12-Aug Joanne Alexander
12-Aug Cara Bagley
12-Aug Aline Roshto
14-Aug Martine DelLoach
15-Aug Virginia Burton
15-Aug Nicole Watts
16-Aug Betty Rucker

27-Aug Roger Wilson

28-Aug Brian Schlenker Jr
29-Aug Cami Meyer

29-Aug Adrienne Smith
30-Aug Claire Alexandra Burke
30-Aug William Horry

30-Aug Susan Pantlik

30-Aug John Shoaff

30-Aug Margaret Wilson
31-Aug Richard Moser

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

(Continued from page 1)
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Come hear our interim organist
Michael Ging

who will be performing at

St. John’s Lutheran Church
(corner Archdale and Clifford Streets)

on
Sunday, August 12th, 2007 at 6 pm
Balcony seating preferred
Reception to follow

Michael will play music of Buxtehude,
Bach, M endel ssohn, Rawsthorne,

Guilmant, and an Improvisation.
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