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INTRODUCTION

Why Celebrate Passover?

The Last Supper was a Passover Seder. Concerning the Passover,
our Master, and Messiah Yeshua-Jesus said, “I have eagerly desired
to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.” (Luke 22:15). Messiah
Yeshua lived and died as an observant Jew who sought to fulfill
God’s promises to the Jewish people, bring salvation to Israel, and
the Nations. Every aspect of the Passover Seder points to Him. By
celebrating Passover, we honor, remember, and re-enact what He did
with His disciples. We also connect to the Jewish roots of faith, and
the people of Israel. This celebration allows us to gain a much deeper
understanding of the person and work of Messiah.

The Passover meal is known as a Seder, which means “order.” The
Seder has a set “order” comprised of 15 steps. 15 is the number of
spiritual ascent in Jewish thought. The 15 steps are underscored by
the 15 Psalms of Ascent (Psalm 120-134) that Levites sang as they
stood on the 15 steps of the Jerusalem Temple. These 15 steps help
us “tell” and relive the Passover story from year to year and from
generation to generation. This guidebook is a Messianic Haggadah
(telling), which means that it not only “tells” the biblical story of the
redemption from Egypt with ancient insights and customs handed
down to us from our Jewish ancestors, but also “tells” how it all
connects to Yeshua.

But of course, there is more!



THE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE
OF CELEBRATING PASSOVER

Every major event in the life of Yeshua-Jesus happened on a Jewish
holiday. Yeshua and the disciples not only celebrated Passover and all
the Jewish holidays, but each one finds their fulfillment in Him. But
of course there is more: what God did for His people at that time
and season, He wants to reactivate in our life today.

When we celebrate Passover, we must be involved as if we came out
of Egypt. As it is written “It is because of what Adonai did for me
when I came out of Egypt (Ex. 13:8).”

How is this possible, and why is it important? Egypt is more than a
geographic place—it is living in a state of exile! Egypt, Mitzrayim in
Hebrew, means “a place of confinement, restriction, and limitation.”
Living in Egypt means living in a restricted state of exile. Exile
is about distance and disconnection on a spiritual, relational,
psychological, and physical level. Each one of us has our personal
Egypt. We are not literally slaves, but we all struggle with our own
personal Egypt’s. We have areas of disconnection and fragmentation
in our lives that are types of enslavement.

All of us struggle with both inner and outer aspects of exile.

Passover is Zman Cheiruteinu—the Time of our freedom! God
wants each of us to experience a personal Passover in which we find
greater freedom and wholeness.

Messiah died on Passover to release His redemptive power into
our lives. Messiah Yeshua, as the greater than Moses, and Passover
Lamb, sets us free from sin and death as well as the negative spiritual,
relational, and emotional influences that have tried to confine and
enslave us. When we celebrate the Passover Seder with both faith
and expectation, we not only come into alignment with the meaning
of this important day but also reactivate its power and potential in
our own lives.



Exodus 12

1 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of EQypt, hi s mont h
be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for
you.3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month
every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for
household And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his near-
est neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according to whe
each can eat you shall make your count for theSlsour. lamb shall be with-

out blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the
goatsfand you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.

70Then they shall take some of t he
the lintel of the houses in which they eaflihey shall eat the flesh that night,
roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they sHallreat it.
this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your fee
and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord's Passc
ver.12 For | will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and | will strike all
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of
Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the L&he blood shall be a sign for

you, on the houses where you are. And when | see the blood, | will pass ove
you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when | strike the land of

Egypt.
“0This day shall be for you a memor

the Lord; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as
feast15Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread.

24You shall observe this rite as a statute for you and for your sons Forever.
And when you come to the land that the Lord will give you, as he has promisec
you shall keep this service.



26And when your children say taé you,
you shal/l say, Olt is the sacrifice
houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but

spared our houses. 80 And the peopl e

28 Then the people of Israel went and did so; as the Lord had commanded Mo-
ses and Aaron, so they did.

29 At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from
the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive
who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livetAokl. Pharaoh

rose up in the night, he and all his servants and all the Egyptians. And there w:
a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where someone was3ot dead.
Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by
among my people, both you and the people of Israel; and go, serve the Lord, &
you have sai®Take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gone
and bl ess me also!o

37 And the people of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hun-
dred thousand men on foot, besides women and chifdkenixed multitude

also went up with them, and very much livestock, both flocks an&Aerds.

they baked unleavened cakes of the dough that they had brought out of Egypt
for it was not leavened, because they were thrust out of Egypt and could not
wait, nor had they prepared any provisions for themselves.

40 The time that the people of Israel lived in Egypt was 430*ya&atse end

of 430 years, on that very day, all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land
of Egypt421t was a night of watching by the Lord, to bring them out of the
land of Egypt; so this same night is a night of watching kept to the Lord by all
the people of Israel throughout their generations.



Holidag / Sabbath Candle Lighting

Each table should have festival or Sabbath candles
to be lit for Passover. If Passover falls on a Fnday
night, add the prayer words (in parentheses).

Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Creator of the universe, Who makes us
holg with your mltzvot wlwo com-
manded us to llght bath and) fes-
tival candles.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Creator of the universe, Who gave us
life, sustained us, and enablej
reach this season oﬂ'og.

us to

'
l



Go Down Moses
(Let My PcoPle Go)

When Israel was in Egypt land,
Let my people go.

Oppressed so hard they could not stand,
Let my people go.

Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt land,
Tell ol’ Pharaoh, let my people go.

Thus saith the Lord, bold Moses said,
Let my people go.

If not I'll smite your people dead,
Let my people go.

Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt land,
Tell ol” Pharaoh, let my people go.

As Israel stood by the water side,
Let my people go.

By God’s command it did divide,
Let my people go.

Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt land,
Tell ol’ Pharaoh, let my people go.

T



FTl’]C Seder

OPening Prager

May all who are ginslaved throug,hout the world, come to know freedom.
Mag a“ who are ‘rree,, appreciate the Hcssings ()F abundance._ And may a“
of us dwell in the house QF God and gve thanks for our goocl tortune as we
celebrate thCSC ritua!s ot Passover.

The Seder Plate

The Seder plate contains the main symbols that help us tell the story of Passover.

Matzah — There are 3 whole matzot placed one on top
of the other, separated and covered by a cloth or napkin.
Many matzah covers are available for purchase, and in
some homes, the children make the covers. Since you'll be
eating matzah many times throughout the Seder, make
sure that there’s enough for everyone to have an adequate
portion.

Maror and Chazeret — These are the bitter herbs
symbolizing the bitter life the Jews led while they were
slaves in Egypt, which are eaten twice during the Seder,
once by themselves and another time with matzah. You can
use several different vegetables that qualify as maror, two
of which are put on your Seder plate in the spaces marked
maror and chazeret. Red or white horseradish is often used
for maror and romaine lettuce for chazeret.

Lharoset — Charoset should be made to look like
mortar because it is symbolic of the bricks and mortar the
slaves used in making the Egyptian buildings. One tradi-
tional recipe calls for a mixture of grated apples, nuts, and
cinnamon mixed with a little red wine.

/.eroa — A roasted bone (often a lamb shank or chicken
bone) is placed on the Seder plate. The bone serves as a
symbol of God's mighty arm that convinced the Egyptians
to free the slaves. It also represents the Paschal lamb that
was used as a special sacrifice in the days of the ancient
Temple in Jerusalem.




Beltzah — A hard-boiled or roasted egg represents the
second sacrifice that was offered on the eve of Passover at
the Temple. The egg is quite popular as it serves as a
symbol of mourning, and is used as a reminder of our sad-
ness caused by the destruction of the Holy Temple. The
round shape also reminds us of the circle of life.

Ka rpas — A vegetable other than bitter herbs (parsley,

for example) is placed on the Seder plate. Since Passover
was also an agricultural festival celebrated by our ances-
tors, karpas represents the arrival of spring. It will be
dipped in salt water and eaten. In some traditions, a
potato, onion, or other vegetable is used and is considered
the “appetizer”. It is also dipped in salt water and eaten.

Salt Water — This represents the sweat and tears of
our ancestors in bondage. While it's not actually part of the
Seder plate, a small bowl! of salt water should be placed
conveniently nearby. Where many people are present, sev-
eral bowls should be placed around the table for the dipping
of karpas.

Wine — Four cups of wine are consumed during the Seder
(grape juice may be substituted for some or all of the wine).
Why four? They serve as a reminder of the four references
to Redemption that are mentioned in the Book of Exodus:

f will l’vringgou out of Eggpt.
| will deliver

ver you from b()ndage.
| wi” reﬂeem you WIth an outstrctched arm.

| will take youto Me for a People.

It is traditional that each person’s cup be filled by the
person sitting next to them, to symbolize the majesty of the
evening, as though each person had a servant (at least for
the night). During the Seder proceedings, whenever wine is
consumed, it is customary to drink the entire cup.




Blessing Over the Wine

Fill the wine cup of the person sitting next to you, then raise your cup of
wine and recite the following:

W — W — - H‘\l!— 'hu L] -nh o — - N — -
J\H’Dhnd EFAMR _/.a-t‘u’l\/\ ?luu.\ -‘\\.a

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha‘olam borei p'ri
hagafen.

Blessed are You, Adonai our GOA) Creator of the

universe, Who creates the fruit of the vine.

Blessed are You, Adonai our GOCJ,

Creator of the universe, Who has chosen
us from all nations, raised us above all
tongues, and made us holg with Your mitz-

vot.

And You, Adonai our (Joﬂ havc onmgb
glu,n U% 1} : “J; L’ W rest a {'catl\,’als

{'Of YC}OIUHQ I’]OI CJaLJS and 5€asons {'Of'

1 t
y 1

gladngsa \this i-‘}i‘-aijfﬁ',«m 1 t‘hls

Festival of Matzah, the season of our

freedom, a holy gathering in remembrance
) 98 !

of the Exodus from Egypt.

For You have chosen and made us holy
above a” Pc:oples and Your hoh
(Shabba ) festivals, in ]OLj and gla&-

ness, You gran‘rcd us as a Iwcrltage

ve N\
L g

M n




Blessed are Ye u, A&onau Who makes holt

\1« ~ Shabbat ,7 Israeil, anCJ the {'cs’n\fc

S5€asons.

Blessed are You, Adonai our (30&, Creator
of the universe, Who has kc:l:.wt us a[s'vc_,, suUS~

tained us, and brought us to this season.

Drink the cup of wine while reclining. To exag-
gerate our awareness of freedom and wealth, it
is customary to recline leaning to the left, as did
the aristocracy in ancient times.

Waslfming of the Hands (Urechatz)

Everyone now washes their hands at the sink
or at the table by pouring water onto their
hands into a basin. If you like, the leader can
wash his or her hands on behalf of everyone as
a symbolic act of preparation for the Seder and
the Passover feast. Since there’s no meal
served at this time, there is no prayer recited.

DIPPIH% of Vegetable / APPebzer
U\arpas\

Everyone takes a vegetable other than maror
(usually parsley, potato, onion, or whatever is
used for karpas on the Seder plate) and dips it

into salt water. The following blessing is recited
before the vegetable is eaten

Jva N T2 NTZ ,':7’.‘;7':. 7a .‘Dn"s‘;..\ P NDN TPNa

T

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha‘olam borei p'ri
ha‘adamah

Blessed are You, Adonai our (zod Creator of the
unverse, W ho creates the fruit of the earth






