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¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŜ  .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳƻƴ tǊŀȅπ
ŜǊ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ƛƴ мсснΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ŜŘƛǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ /ƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
tŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ǿŀǎ 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мтлсΦ 

The Day of  the Ascension 
Thursday, 14 May 2026 

Choral Evensong at 7:00pm 

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN (Please stand)                                                    Tune: Llanfair 

Welcome!  

to this historic, living 
church where the saints 

have gathered to worship 
since 1706! 

 
Please silence all  
electronic devices. 

THE INTROIT         
Swing Low, Sweet Chariot 

Traditional Spiritual 
(arranged by David & Judith Acres, May 2017) 

 
Chorus: Swing low, sweet chariot, coming for to carry me home; swing low, sweet char-
iot, coming for to carry me home. 
1. I looked over Jordan, and what did I see, coming for to carry me home; a band of 
Angels coming after me, coming for to carry me home. 
Swing low…. 
2. If you get there before I do, coming for to carry me home; tell all my friends I’m 
coming to, coming for to carry me home. 
Swing low…. 
3. I’m sometimes up, I’m sometimes down, coming for to carry me home, but still my 
soul feels heavenly bound, coming for to carry me home. 
Swing low…. 

This service is taken from the  Book of Common Prayer adopted in 1662. This 

edition was in use in the English Colonies when the Parish of St. Andrew³s was 

established in 1706. 
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Cloke:  
to cover or conceal 

  Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 

     Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

   Cantor: O God, make speed to save us.  

  Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 

   Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost 

                        Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  

                                   world without end. Amen 

Cantor   Praise ye the Lord. 

                        Choir: The Lordõs name be praised 

THE PRECES & RESPONSES (Sung by the Choir)                            Joanna Forbes L’Estrange 

(The congregation shall remain standing and the Priest will say) 

DEARLY beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to 

acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not 

dissemble nor cloke them before the face of Almighty God our heavenly Father; but 

confess them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart; to the end that we 

may obtain forgiveness of the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy. And alt-

hough we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought 

we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet together to render thanks for 

the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set forth his most worthy 

praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to ask those things which are requisite and 

necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as 

many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble voice unto 

the throne of the heavenly grace, saying after me:  

ALMIGHTY  and most merciful Father, We have erred, and strayed from thy 

ways like lost sheep, We have followed too much the devices and desires of 

our own hearts, We have offended against thy holy laws, We have left undone 

those things which we ought to have done, And we have done those things 

which we ought not to have done, And there is no health in us: But thou, O 

Lord, have mercy upon us miserable offenders; Spare thou them, O God, 

which confess their faults, Restore thou them that are penitent, According to 

thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord: And grant, O 

most merciful Father, for his sake, That we may hereafter live a godly, right-

eous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  

(To be said by the whole congregation here present, all standing) 

(The Bishop, when present, offers Absolution to the people) 

(Please remain standing)             

(Please be seated for the singing of the psalm) 
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From the rubrics of the Book 
of Common Prayer: 
 
¢ƘŜƴ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƻǊ ǎǳƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ tǎŀƭƳǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀǎ 
ǘƘŜȅ ōŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘΦ  
 
 
 
 
 
¢ƘŜ tǎŀƭƳ ǘŜȄǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
Řŀȅ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
/ƻǾŜǊŘŀƭŜ tǎŀƭǘŜǊ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳƻƴ 
tǊŀȅŜǊΣ όмсснύ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ wǘΦ wŜǾΩŘ aȅƭŜǎ 
/ƻǾŜǊŘŀƭŜΣ όŎΦ мпуу-мрсфύ 
.ƛǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ 9ȄŜǘŜǊΦ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ 
όƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǎŀƭƳǎύ 
ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ 
WŀƳŜǎ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛπ
ōƭŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ 
ƛƴ мсммΦ 

 
 
 
 

 

THE PSALM (Sung by the Choir)      Omnes gentes, plaudite      Psalm 47 

THE FIRST LESSON               Acts 1:1-11 

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 

until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy 

Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. He presented himself alive to them after his 

suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 

kingdom of God. 

And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait 

for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John baptized 

with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore 

the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 

that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, as 

they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And 

while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in 

white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This 

Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 

him go into heaven.” 

Here endeth the First Lesson. 

 

(Please stand for the singing of the hymn) 

 

O clap your hands together, all ye people; O sing unto God with the voice of melody. 

2. For the Lord is high, and to be feared; he is the great King upon all the earth. 3. He 

shall subdue the people under us, and the nations under our feet. 4. He shall choose 

out an heritage for us, even the worship of Jacob, whom he loved.  

5. God is gone up with a merry noise, and the Lord with the sound of the trump. 6. O 

sing praises, sing praises unto our God; O sing praises, sing praises unto our King. 7. 

For God is the King of all the earth; sing ye praises with understanding. 8. God 

reigneth over the heathen; God sitteth upon his holy seat. 9. The princes of the people 

are joined unto the people of the God of Abraham; for God, which is very high exalt-

ed, doth defend the earth, as it were with a shield.  

(Please Stand for the Gloria) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the begin-

ning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

 

(Please be seated for the First Lesson) 
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THE OFFICE HYMN                              Tune: St. Magnus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the rubrics of the Book of 
Common Prayer: 
 

!ƴŘ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ aŀƎƴƛŬŎŀǘ 
όƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ 
±ƛǊƎƛƴ aŀǊȅύ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ ŀǎ 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǘƘΦ 
 
 
 
 
 
ϝIƻƭǇŜƴΥ ǾŜǊōΦ ŀǊŎƘŀƛŎ Ǉŀǎǘ 
ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ άƘŜƭǇέ 

(Please be seated for the singing of the Magnificat) 

THE MAGNIFICAT (Sung by the Choir)     St. Luke 1:46-55 
 

Magnificat in F 

C S Lang (1891-1971) 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he 

hath regarded the lowliness of his hand-maiden. For, behold, from henceforth all gen-

erations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his 

name. And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. He hath 

showed strength with his arm, he hath scattered the proud in the imaginations of their 

hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat and hath exalted the humble and 

meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things and the rich he hath sent empty 

away. He remembering of his mercy hath holpen* his servant Israel as he promised to 

our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.  
 

(Please Stand for the Gloria) 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the begin-

ning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 
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From the rubrics of the Book 
of Common Prayer: 
 

¢ƘŜƴ ŀ [Ŝǎǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ 
¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǇπ
ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘΦ !ƴŘ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
bǳƴŎ ŘƛƳƛǩǎ όƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴƎ 
ƻŦ {ƛƳŜƻƴύ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ ŀǎ 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǘƘΦ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Please be seated for the Second Lesson) 

 

THE SECOND LESSON         Revelation 21:1-4,22-27;22:1-5 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no 
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.”  

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 
gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings 
of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day—
and there will be no night there. They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the 
nations. But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable 
or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.  

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, 
on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit 
each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. No longer will 
there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 
servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their fore-
heads. And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord 
God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 

Here endeth the Lesson. 

(Please remain Standing for The Creed) 

THE NUNC DIMITTIS (Sung by the Choir)      St. Luke 2:29-32 

Nunc dimittis in F 
C S Lang (1891-1971) 

 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy Word. For mine 

eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; to 

be a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel. 
 

(Please Stand for the Gloria) 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

(Please Remain Seated) 
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From the rubrics of the Book 
of Common Prayer: 
 

¢ƘŜƴ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳƴƎ ƻǊ ǎŀƛŘ 
ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎϥ /ǊŜŜŘΣ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻπ
ǇƭŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE CREED  (Spoken in Unison)  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus 

Christ his only Son our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of 

the Virgin Mary: Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and bur-

ied: He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead: He as-

cended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty: 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Ghost: The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints: The For-

giveness of sins: The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE SUFFRAGES, LORD’S PRAYER, & RESPONSES   Setting: Joanna Forbes L’Estrang 

                                           (Sung by the Choir) 

 Cantor:   The Lord be with you. 
 Choir:     And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray.  
                                          (Please Sit 0r Kneel) 
            Choir:    Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   Christ, have mercy upon us. 
   Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Choir:  Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
  Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done, 
  in earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation;  
  but deliver us from evil. 
  Amen. 
 Cantor:  O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
 Choir:   And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor:  O Lord, save the State. 
 Choir:   And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor:  Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
 Choir:   And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor:  O Lord, save thy people. 
 Choir:   And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor:  Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
 Choir:    Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor:  O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
 Choir:    And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
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From the rubrics of the Book 
of Common Prayer: 
 

¢ƘŜƴ ǎƘŀƭƭ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
/ƻƭƭŜŎǘǎΤ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŘŀȅΤ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŦƻǊ 
tŜŀŎŜΤ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŦƻǊ !ƛŘ 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƭƭ tŜǊƛƭǎΣ ŀǎ ƘŜǊŜπ
ŀƊŜǊ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǘƘΥ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘǿƻ 
ƭŀǎǘ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ Řŀƛƭȅ 
ǎŀƛŘ ŀǘ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ tǊŀȅŜǊ 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƭǘŜǊŀǝƻƴΦ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE COLLECT FOR ASCENSION DAY 
 

GRANT, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that like as we do believe thy only-begotten 

Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into the heavens; so we may also in heart 

and mind thither ascend, and with him continually dwell, who liveth and reigneth with 

thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 

THE SECOND COLLECT 
 

O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; 

Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts 

may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from 

the fear of our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of 

Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR AID  AGAINST ALL PERILS 

LIGHTEN  our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us 

from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior, Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

THE COLLECTS ARE SUNG BY THE CANTOR, WITH THE AMENS SUNG BY THE CHOIR 

http://www.eskimo.com/cgi-bin/readings.cgi?Type=Collects
http://www.eskimo.com/cgi-bin/readings.cgi?Type=Collects
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From the rubrics of the Book of 
Common Prayer: 
 

Lƴ vǳƛǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ tƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ǘƘŜȅ ǎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
!ƴǘƘŜƳΦ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A PRAYER FOR THE CLERGY AND  PEOPLE 

ALMIGHTY  and everlasting God, who alone workest great marvels; Send down upon 

our Bishops, and Curates, and all Congregations committed to their charge, the health-

ful Spirit of thy grace; and that they may truly please thee, pour upon them the continu-

al dew of  thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of our Advocate and Media-

tor, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 

ALMIGHTY  GOD, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplications unto thee; and dost promise, that when two or three are gath-

ered together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests; Fulfil now, O Lord, the de-

sires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient for them; granting us in 

this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING - Offered by the Bishop or a Priest or deacon 

THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Ho-

ly Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

THE ANTHEM                                     Sung by our Parish Church Choir 
 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates 
Words: Psalm 24 verses 7-10 

Music by G F Handel (1685-1759) 
 

“Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors:  
And the King of glory shall come in.  

Who is the King of glory? 
It is the Lord strong and mighty, even the Lord mighty in battle.  

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors:  
And the King of glory shall come in.  

Who is the King of glory:? 
Even the Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory.” 

 

 
 
 

(Please Sit or Kneel for the Prayers) 
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THE RECESSIONAL HYMN                                          Tune: Diademata 

(Please stand for the final hymn) 
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L’Ascension by Gustave Doré (1832-1883) 
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A Brief History of Saint Andrewõs Parish Church 
 

Built in 1706, this simple, elegant church is the oldest surviving structure used for worship south of 
Virginia. It is South Carolina’s only remaining colonial cruciform church. 
Our historic church holds a full schedule of worship services every Sunday. Some other early colonial 
churches in South Carolina are still used, but less often. (None is older.) Others have been replaced or 
augmented by newer buildings, some centuries old themselves, some modern. Still others have 
vanished, or their ruins stand in silence to ages past. Visitors to our national treasure see a beautifully     
restored building, but the church hides a past that left it for dead many times.  
St. Andrew’s Parish Church (commonly known as Old St. Andrew’s) was one of ten Anglican churches 
in South Carolina established in 1706 by the Church Act. It was built to serve the Anglican planters 
along the Ashley River, a thriving tidal waterway that connected them to the city of Charles Town and 
to each other.  
Rice, indigo, and slaves brought prosperity to the lands along the Ashley, where some of the wealthiest 
plantations in British North America were located. The church was expanded to the shape of a cross in 
1723 to accommodate a growing population. It survived a major fire in the 1760s but was quickly          
rebuilt inside its existing walls. But the parish declined after the Revolution and into the antebellum era. 
Ministering to the slaves, at the church and three plantation chapels, became the focus of the clergy. 
From 1851 to 1891, the Rev. John Grimké Drayton, the renowned horticulturalist at Magnolia-on-the-
Ashley just north of St. Andrew’s, was rector.  
The church was one of the few buildings along the Ashley that Union troops did not burn to the 
ground during the Civil War. It became a polling place and did not reopen until 1876, eleven years after 
the war ended. The parish found itself at the epicenter of two of the most important events of late 
nineteenth century Charleston: the phosphate mining boom along the Ashley and the Great 
Earthquake of 1886, which caused significant damage to the church. After Rev. Drayton died in 1891, 
St. Andrew’s lay dormant for the next fifty-seven years. 
In 1948 Episcopalians moving to the West Ashley suburbs reopened the dilapidated church, even 
though it was far away from new residential developments. Dogged perseverance brought slow but 
continual improvements. A parish house was built, and then expanded twice in quick succession. 
Hurricane Hugo (1989) caused major damage to the graveyard. Into the twenty-first century, the 
church undertook the most extensive restoration in its history and celebrated its tercentennial.   
In 2013, the Parish left The Episcopal Church and aligned with the Anglican Diocese of South 
Carolina and later with the Anglican Church in North America (ACNA).  
For more than 319 years, St. Andrew’s has survived, indeed has thrived, against all odds.  
 

Paul Porwoll, author of Against All Odds: History of Saint Andrewõs Parish Church, Charleston, 1706-2013 


